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the PTO, I did prefer the independent
funding stream approach.

Senator COBURN’s amendment may
have been the better approach, but I
voted to table the amendment because
it could well have permanently sunk
this enormously important legislation.
Sending the bill back to the House
with new language that the House has
rejected and says it would reject again
would have, at best, substantially de-
layed the reform effort and, at worst,
stymied the bill just when we were
reaching the finish line. And this bill is
important it can help our economy at a
critical juncture and can even result in
my state of Colorado getting a satellite
PTO office, which would be a major
jobs and economic driver. I also worked
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to include important provisions
that will help small businesses. None of
this would have been possible if we
amended the bill at this late stage.

I remain committed to working with
colleagues in the coming months and
years to make sure that PTO gets the
resources it needs to do the job that
Congress has asked it to do.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote by which the bill
was passed, and I also move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to morning business until 6:10 p.m.
today and that Senators, during that
period of time, be permitted to speak
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROVIDING FOR RECESS SUBJECT
TO THE CALL OF THE CHAIR

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that upon the conclusion of the joint
session, the Senate stand in recess,
subject to the call of the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Montana.

————

REMEMBERING 9/11

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, on Sun-
day, this Nation will pause to remem-
ber a painful day in American history.

On September 11, 2001, I was glued to
the radio in my pickup on a long drive
back home to Big Sandy. It wasn’t
until I stopped at a Billings restaurant
that I finally saw on TV what I had
heard about all day. The pictures were
surreal.

Although the attacks of 9/11 weren’t
America’s first test of uncertainty, all
of us knew this Nation would change
forever.

In the hours and days and weeks fol-
lowing the attacks of September 11,
2001, Americans, neighbors, and perfect
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strangers joined together to fill the
streets despite their differences. They
poured out their support. They rede-
fined the United States of America. I
knew then that this great Nation
would overcome. Events that unite us
will always make us stronger. I was re-
minded of that on May 2, when Navy
SEALSs found and brought swift justice
to Osama bin Laden, prompting sponta-
neous celebrations across Montana and
the rest of the country.

We must never lose sight of our abil-
ity to find common ground and work
together on major issues that affect us
all. We have much more in common
than not, and we should never forget
that. It is what built this country. It is
what made this the best Nation on
Earth, and we need to summon that
spirit again as we work to rebuild our
economy.

Over the past decade, we have been
reminded of some powerful truths that
we can never afford to lose sight of. We
can never take the security of this
country for granted. There are and,
sadly, always will be people out there
bent on destroying what America
stands for, taking innocent lives with
them. They are always looking for the
weakest links in our security. They are
trained and well financed. But our Na-
tion’s troops, our intelligence agents,
our law enforcement and border secu-
rity officers are even better trained.

I am particularly concerned about
weaknesses along the Montana north-
ern border with Canada. Up until re-
cently, only a few orange cones in the
middle of a road protected the country
from terrorism. Unfortunately, the
days when orange cones did the trick
are behind us.

I have worked on the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee to improve this Na-
tion’s security, and things are better
than they were a decade ago. We are
still working to achieve the right mix
of people, technology, and know-how to
secure the northern border.

We have also been reminded that
America’s military can achieve any-
thing asked of it. This comes with a
cost. Similar to so many folks of the
greatest generation after Pearl Harbor
day, hundreds of Montanans signed up
to defend our country after 9/11. I stand
in deep appreciation for the men and
women who, in those dark hours, stood
for our country. I thank them and their
families for their service, their sac-
rifice, and their patriotism.

In the years since 9/11, American
forces have paid a tremendous price in
Iraq and Afghanistan in lives and live-
lihoods. Until only a few years ago,
veterans had to fight another battle at
home trying to get access to the bene-
fits they were promised. Too many vet-
erans are still fighting for adequate
funding and access to quality health
care services that they have earned. As
one veteran said, ‘“The day this Nation
stops taking care of her veterans is the
day this Nation should stop creating
them.” I couldn’t agree more.

Montanans are reminded that some
out there are still willing to invade our
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privacy and trample on our Constitu-
tion in the name of security and free-
dom. Measures such as the PATRIOT
Act, which I have consistently opposed,
forfeit some basic freedoms. Some law-
makers aren’t stopping there.

In the House, a bill called the Na-
tional Security and Federal Lands Pro-
tection Act would allow the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to waive
laws and seize control of public lands
within 100 miles of the border, even if
that means closing off grazing lands,
shuttering national parks, and tram-
pling on the rights of private land own-
ers. That would have an enormous im-
pact on the whole of Montana. If bad
bills such as that are turned into law,
America loses.

Our Constitution is a powerful docu-
ment, and terrorists want nothing
more than to watch our rights crumble
away by the weight of our own policies.
We can, and we will, remain strong.
But we must do it with respect to our
rights and freedoms.

Today, as on Sunday, my prayers are
with those Americans who have died at
the hands of terrorists on and since 9/11
and for the tens of thousands of troops
still on the frontlines in Afghanistan
and elsewhere and for the families of
thousands of American troops who
have died in service to this country
since that terrible day.

My wife Charlotte and I stand with
all Montanans in saying thank you to
the members of our military, present
and past, especially those who have
come home with injuries, seen and un-
seen. This Nation will never forget
your sacrifices.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
many of us remember exactly where we
were on the morning of September 11,
2001. We will never forget the footage
from New York as the towers fell, from
the Pentagon as fire raged, and from
Pennsylvania, where United flight 93
was grounded in a field. We questioned
who would do this, if another attack
was coming, and if we were safe in our
own country anymore. The tragedy suf-
fered by our nation on that day left us
with important lessons to learn, im-
provements to make, and a renewed
sense of urgency towards the future of
our society and national security.

On that Tuesday morning, we were
victims of a terrible attack that killed
2,961 American citizens, destroyed $15
billion of property, and launched us
into a battle we continue to fight. The
actions of the terrorists also sparked
the spirit of a nation united. It left us
with a resolve to regroup, rebuild and
recover while renewing our country’s
reputation as a world leader and sym-
bol of freedom.

The impacts of 9/11 were not lost on
Alaskans. Although thousands of miles
away at the moment of attack, Alas-
kans sprung into action to help their
countrymen in any way possible. Some
deployed to Ground Zero, some spon-
sored fundraisers or blood drives, and
some to this day are serving their
country in the ongoing operations in
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